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COVER PHOTO: Flowers and a victim's identification card adorn the stretcher in
the crematorium at the Natzeiller-Struthof concentration camp in eastern France.

St. Cloud State students and faculty comprised the majority of the 200 singers and
musicians who gave the European premier performance of the Holocaust oratorio,
"To Be Certain of the Dawn," at the camp this May. Photograph courtesy of
St. Cloud Times.
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SCSU is an atl1rmat,ve anionfetp.1al opportunity
educator <1nd employe r. SCSU values diversity of all kind\,
includ,ng but not limited to race, religion <1nd ethnicity
(tu!I statement at bulletin StCloudState.cdu/ugb/
generalinto/nondiscrirnination.htrnl)

Rich learning opportunities change lives forever
Powerful learning occurs when we
provide students with high-impact
experiences that rock their world
- then help them m ake sense of it
all . At St. C loud State one of the
best exa mples I've seen of thi s ki nd
of lea rning process has been the
preparation and p resentation of the
H olocaust oratorio, "To Be Certain
of the D awn," featured in this issue's
cover story.
T he coming together of 200
St. C loud State students, faculty and
community members to perform
an emotio nally cha rged concert ar
a former Nazi concentration camp
in Fra nce, as well as other places in
Germa ny and Switzerla nd , was an
extraordinary event in the life of
our ca mpus and in the lives of each
individual involved. Ir was one of
those remarkable times when all the
su n light of our University was fo cused
to ignite the passion and reflection
that ch aracterize a stro ng learning
com munity.
Everyone who got involved in this
experience, from the organizers to the
fac ulty to the students, invested their
talent and skill and energy in an effort
as unsettling as it was wonderful.
Pa rtici pa nts helped each other through
thi s challen ging experience a nd helped
one another fi gure out how to put it all
into perspective. A nd , as in any great
learning experience, the impact - the
life-altering effects - will continue

un folding fo r years to come. The
ripples of change h ave only just begun.
At St. C loud State we provide a
w ide variety of rich opportunities fo r
students to benefit from educational
experiences outside the classroom .
O ne of these opportunities is "service
learning," the use of a community
service p roject to achieve the learn ing
objectives of an academ ic course of
study. Service learning is just one of
m any significant avenues fo r exposing
our students to a world of endeavors
th at lead to sel f- discovery, but it is a
particularly powerful example of the
kind of learning th at benefits both
the student and the w ider St. C loud
community. Students go out and make
a difference in the lives of others, then
come back to the University to discover
the impact of that experience in their
own lives.
T his "learning circle" typifies all
of the real-world experiences that
touch our students, including service
learning, study abroad , internships
a nd the d ay-to-d ay application of
new knowled ge to their lives and
work. Each experience is enriched
by reflection that allows students to
integrate new understa ndings into the
way they think and the way they m ake
decisions. In fac t, t hi s is the U niversity
at its best , modeling how education
and understanding act to reshape the
way our students see and act in the
world. In this way we prepare our

graduates for life-long learn ing in a
ch anging world.
T he H olocaust Oratorio study
tour was a milestone in the history
of St. C loud State U niversity ...
a great achievement a nd a lifecha nging experience for hund reds
of participants a nd members of the
m any audiences that were to uched
by thei r perfo rma nces. It also was an
expression of the most basic va lues
of this University. Experience must
be mined for understa nding and new
understa nding should shape future
choices . I am proud of the facu lty,
staff, students and communi ty partners
who created this remarkable event.
T hey have demonstrated all that is
wonderful about your University.

Earl H . Potter Ill, Presidenr

Individual golf and
dinner prices available join us for either
or both!
Call the Alumni
Relations office toll free
at 1-866-464-8759 if
would like us to send
you an invitation when
they become available.

www.stdoudstate.edu/news/outlook
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Flying together

St. Cloud State swept through the Minnesota Legislature this year, picking up funding for
several projects on campus. From left are: Dave Kleis '89, St. Cloud mayor; Rep. Steve Gottwalt,
R-St. Cloud; Gov. Tim Pawlenty, Rep. Dan Severson '78, R-Sauk Rapids; and Sen. Tarry! Clark,
DFL-St. Cloud.

Bonding bill brings dollars to campus
The Minnesota Legislature this spring approved funding for three construction
projects and needed facility repairs at St. Cloud State:
• $15 million to complete planning and renovation of 75,000 square feet in
Brown Hall for general science education as well as nursing, communication
sciences and disorders and continuing studies programs. The project will bring
the nursing program, curreptly housed in leased facilities off campus, to the
main campus.
• $900,000 in planning funds to create a 102,000-square-foot integrated science
and engineering laboratory facility, projected to cost $42 million. Funds for
construction, anticipated to start in 2011, will be requested in the 2010 session.
• $6.5 million towards an addition and renovation project at the National
Hockey Center (NHC). The original plan for the NHC project, which
outlined a $14 million renovation, has been expanded to increase seating,
athlete, coach and fan space and to create an event arena that St. Cloud
does not have. The Center will be the southern anchor of a Fifth Avenue
development project planned jointly by the City of St. Cloud, St. Cloud State
and private enterprise.
• Nearly $3.5 million in Higher Education Asset Preservation & Replacement
funds for heating and ventilation system improvements and roof replacement.
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Mesaba Airlines has a history of
turntng to St. Cloud State for
well-trained aviation graduates:
alumni working for the company
frequently refer to its Eagan
headquarters as "Little St. Cloud."
Now, Mesaba Airlines is going
a step farther: students who
complete an agreed-upon set of
aviation courses with a GPA of 3.0
or better (4-point scale) will be
guaranteed a comprehensive job
interview by the company.
The 12 required classes include
core courses needed to earn a
St. Cloud State aviation degree
as well as courses in aircraft
electronic systems, aviation safety,
advanced aircraft systems and
advanced aerodynamics. Other
requirements include commercial
pilot certification, an FCC
radio operator's permit and a
current passport.
Mesaba Airlines operates as a
Northwest Airlines Airlink serving
more than 75 cities in the United
States and Canada from three
major hubs: Detroit, Memphis and
Minneapolis/St. Paul.

Good job

College of Social
Sciences dean named
Dr. Francis Harrold was named
dean of the St. Cloud State College
of Social Sciences effective July 15.
Harrold was most recently dean
of the College of Natural and
Social Sciences at the University of
Nebraska-Kearney, prior to which
he was a faculty member from 19802000 and chair of the Department
of Sociology and Anthropology
from 1995-2000 at the University
ofTexas-Arlingron. He earned
his bachelor's degree from Loyola
University of Chicago and his
doctorate in anthropology from the
University of Chicago.
The College of Social Sciences
has programs in community
studies, criminal justice, economics,

ethnic studies, geography, history,
political science, psychology, social
work, sociology and anthropology,
women's studies, African studies,

East Asian studies, Latin American
studies, social science, social studies

and gerontology, and operates
the Archaeological Computing
Laboratory, Center for Economic
Education, Spatial Analysis
Research Center and Social Science
Research Institute.
Dr. Sharon Cogdill, interim dean
of the college since 2006, is now
interim dean of the College of Fine
Arts & Humanities.

Four of the 3,000 or more St. Cloud State
students who work in a University-funded
position on or off campus were recognized
in the third annual Student Employee
of the Year competition for outstanding
contributions to the campus and to the
community while employed.
Lionel Mathieu John "Mike" Hillmer
Student Employee of the Year is Lionel
Mathieu, senior English major from Holtzheim, France, who works at the Center
for International Studies. He successfully navigates educational systems, accents
and cultural differences co serve students who come to the University from around
the world.
First runner-up is John "Mike" Hillmer, senior, Waukesha, Wis. , aviation
management major, a night supervisor in Mitchell Hall. Management major Kyle
Jordahl, senior, Stillwater, employed by the Center for Continuing Studies on
campus, is second runner-up. Third runner-up is community development major
Kimberly Ann, senior, Blaine, employed by the City of Fridley.

Student TV staff
recognized nationally
UTVS, the University's
student-run television station,

has received a National
2007 Mark of Excellence
Award from the Society of
Professional Journalists (SPJ).
The station's staff cook the
honor for "UTVS News"
in the television newscast
category. Finalists in the
same category were the
Cronkite NewsWatch staff at
Arizona Scace University and
the nightly news staff at Troy Accepting the award, from left: senior Cameron Bauhs,
Chaska, junior Emily Deem, St. Cloud, and senior Ty ler Bieber,
(Ala.) University.
Plymouth.
Key news staff for the
PHOTOGRAPH BY DERRICK SILVES TRI ' 06, ST. CLOUD, OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
MASS COMMUNICATIONS.
entry were sophomore Justin
Maas, New Hope; junior Gwen Siewert, Zumbro Falls; and seniors Angela
Douglas, Plymouth, Jody Norstedt, Montevideo, Stephanie Andersen, Neenah,
Wis., and Cameron Bauhs, Chaska. The staff was led by senior Tyler Bieber,
Plymouth, general manager.
The Mark of Excellence is the station's first national SPJ first-place title since
2004, when the "Husky Mag" show cook a first in television spores reporting. The
station, which cablecasts local news and other programming 24 hours a day, 365
days a year, will be recognized in September during the 2008 SPJ Convention and
National Journalism Conference in Atlanta, Ga.

www. st clo ud state.ed u/news/out look
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High achievers
Among the innumerable honors bestowed upon St. Cloud State students this
spring were the following:
• Communication studies students received the annual National Marrow Donor
Program (NMDP) Collegiate Award because of their work with the Daun
Kendig Bone Marrow Donor Registration Drive. The students, who have
led bone marrow/stem cell donor registration drives for the last eight years,
have registered more than 1,200 donor candidates, at least nine of whom
have actually served as donors. The NMDP provides marrow and stem cell
transplants to patients with leukemia and other life-threatening diseases.
• International ' relations major BENITA KANEZA, junior, Bujumbura, Burundi,
received the Upper Midwest Human Rights Fellowship. The fellowship made
it possible for her to spend the summer working with a team in charge of
monitoring human rights in prisons, camps and other detention centers for
Ligue Iteka, the leading human rights organization in Burundi, East Africa. The
fellowship is designed to promote social justice by providing practical training in
human rights work worldwide.
• Criminal justice major EVELYN SAXON, junior, Foley,
received the President's Award at the 10th Annual American
Indian Awards Banquet this spring for her courage
and leadership on social justice issues. The award was
established in honor of Roy H. Saigo, past St. Cloud State
president, for courageously taking a stance against Indian
mascots and logos in college-level sports. Forty-seven other
students were also recognized for their leadership and
Evelyn Saxon
involvement during the banquet.
• Rosm ESPARZA, a junior majoring in mass
communications and Spanish, received
a $10,000 scholarship from the National
Association of Broadcasters Education
Foundation. The awards program, designed
to encourage students to choose a career
in broadcasting, recognized Esparza, Sauk
Centre, for her academic achievements, drive
and dedication "to pursuing a career
Rosio Esparza
in television.
• Students honored at the 2008 Multicultural Student Services Awards Reception
in April included 75 award winners as well as more than 300 students who were
recognized for maintaining a GPA of 3.0 or more on a 4.0 scale. Presidential
Awards in recognition of their dedication to the success of their peers went
to seniors KA HER, Albertville, BINTOU JATTA, St. Cloud, TERRI JOHNSON,
Rochester, and AMER LAM, Rochester. Student Organization Leader of the Year
winners were seniors FEREZER YIMER, Brooklyn Park, Organization for the
Prevention of AIDS in Africa, African Student Association and Today's Women;
TERRI JOHNSON, Rochester, Council of African American Students; BINTOU
JATTA, St. Cloud, Today's Women; and CHRISTOPHER HoA, Circle Pines,
Vietnamese Student Organization; as well as graduate student NGUYEN HUYNH,
St. Cloud, Vietnamese Student Organization.
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Three students arrest a suspect after a
mock chase on campus .

Tackle skills training
For IO weeks this summer,
38 St. Cloud State students and
graduates responded to domestics,
dealt with intoxicated drivers,
tasered suspects and conducted
traffic stops, vehicle searches and
high speed chases - all part of skills
training needed to take
the Minnesota Peace Officer
licensure test. The training in
St. Cloud, formerly available
only in Alexandria, Hibbing,
Thief River Falls, Rochester and
Minneapolis, was made possible by
a new partnership with Alexandria
Technical College.
The 485 hours of training for
potential peace officers included
classroom sessions on such topics as
traffic law, radio communications,
report writing, testifying in
court and computer crimes.
The trainees also participated in
simulations on defensive tactics,
night building searches, firearms
safety, driving techniques, crime
scene investigations, fingerprinting,
booking and transporting prisoners
and other peace officer skills.
Simulation sites included the
driving range at the University's
Minnesota Highway Safety &
Research Center and Benton: Hall
on campus, where trainees executed
search warrants and responded to a
mock domestic situation.

First in international
organ competition
Joseph Ripka
'04, who ea rned
hi s bachelor's in
pi ano a nd organ,
was award ed
first pri ze at the
D ublin (Ireland)
International
Joseph Ripka
Organ
Competition in June. H e was
named the first-place winner
fo llowing a public perfo rmance by
the finalists at Dublin's renowned
C hrist C hurch Cathed ral. His
awa rd included a recital tour
of King's C ollege, Westmin ster
Cathed ra l and Sc. Paul's Cathedral
in London, as well as ocher venues
in l rela nd , the Netherl ands a nd
ch e U.K.
Ripka is pursuing an a rtist's
diploma in organ at the O berlin
Conservatory of M usic after
com pleting his master's degree in
pia no a nd orga n at the University
of Ka nsas in 2006 .
At Sc. C loud State Ripka
studied organ with Professor
E meritu s C harles Echols and piano
w ith Professor Carmen W ilhite.
H e caught pia no for a yea r at Saint
John's University, Collegeville, a nd
was church orga nist at Sc. John's
Episcopal a nd Salem Lutheran
C hurch, Sc. C loud.

Greek news
Daniel G inter, White Bear Lake, received the Phi Kappa Tau fraternity's highest
national undergraduate honor, the 2007-08 Shideler Award , presented a nnually
to the most outstanding graduating senior within the national orga ni zation.
T he honor m arked the first time a member of the Sc. C loud Scace chapter
received the award in its 39-year history. G inter, a senior political science major,
also was honored as the fraternity president of the year on the Sc. C loud Scace
campus. H e served his chapter as president, recruitment chairman, brot herhood
officer and vice president of membership development. H e also co-chaired
the H eartland Conference and worked as a 2007 Leadership Academy
intern. On campus, G inter served as lnterfracernicy Council vice president of
administration, representative for the Sc. C loud Scace Service Lea rning Advisory
C ommittee, at-large senator with student government, and active member of the
Pre-Law Association and the Student Conflict Resolution Team .
• Two members of the St. C loud State fraternity/sorority community took a
first place at the Mid-America n G reek Council Association annual mee ting
in February in C hicago. Senior Angela Thielges, Ellend ale, N .D., Phi Epsilo n
A lph a Sorority, and Chelsea Redger, graduate student and adviser for the
fraterniti es, Newton, Kan. , Alpha Sigma A lph a Sorority, tea med up fo r a firstplace fini sh in the Order of Omega Case Study, in which they had fi ve hours
to propose a course of action in response to a real-life situation in a fraternity/
sorority community. T he two earned the honor in competition with teams from
16 schools across the nation.

Leading the way
Excellence in Leadership
Awards were presented
this spring to 28 students,
a faculty member and a
student organi zation that,
through their leadership,
creativity, initiative, social

Joseph Storlien

Kent Fichtner

Da vid L. DiMari a

responsibility a nd active participation in the ca mpus and community, have made
significant contributions to the wellbeing of others.
The D ennis M. Thayer Leadership Awa rd went to Joseph Storlien, St. C loud ,
graduate student in environmental and technological studies, who has been a leader
in the Enviro nmental Studies Research G roup, Environmental Technical Society
C lub, Soil Science Society of America, Natural Resources C onservation Service,
Friend s of the Sauk River and lnterVarsity C hristian Fellowship.
Student Organization Leader of the Yea r is senior anth ro pology major Kent
Fichtner, Sc. Peter, who has chaired the Student Government committee that
allocates student fees of approximately $11 million to progra ms on campus.
Adviser of the Year is David L. DiMaria, director, International Student and
Scholar Services, who is adviser to the International Students Association. H e
helped found C ultural Cafe, a successful series of cultural presentations that focus
on a different country each week.
Student Orga nization of the Year is the Residence H all Association, which
serves as a resource to individual halls, a cha nnel of commun ication between the
halls and a voice for all residence h all students.

www.stcloudstate.e du/news/outlook
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Above: Vera Russell (left) with Kate Steffens, dean of the College of
Education, at a January 2007 College of Education event in Houston, Texas.
Right: Talahi yearbook portrait from 1940, the year Vera Russell earned her
bachelor's degree in education .

MILLION-DOLLAR
College of Education's first million-dollar benefactor
The College of Education's first million-dollar benefactor used a teaching degree to
free herself from the social restraints imposed on women.
Before her death this spring, Vera Russell '35 '40 generously thanked the college
that helped her become a teacher, principal, ham-radio operator and investor.
Russell's 2005 gift of farm hnd funded the renovation of the Curriculum &
Technology Center in the Education Building. Her 2008 gift of farm land and an
individual retirement account will endow a graduate assistantship and curriculum
fund for the Curriculum & Technology Center, which will be renamed in her
honor. Plans also call for the creation of learning centers within the College of
Education to enhance the educational environment for students and faculty.
"We are deeply.grateful for Vera Russell's commitment to the College of
Education as well as her passion for education," said Kate Steffens, dean of
the College of Education. "Because of Vera's generous gifts, her legacy and
commitment will live on at St. Cloud State University."
Russell's recent gift of property is valued at approximately $1 million. With her
previous gifts, her total giving to the College of Education is just over $1.2 million.
"Vera Russell is a marvelous example of a student who came to St. Cloud
State and realized her dreams and her professional ambition through education,"
said President Earl H. Potter III. "We are grateful that her generous gifts and her
inspiring success story will continue to help future students achieve their own
personal goals. Gifts like this are key to helping St. Cloud State continue to serve
students in increasingly better ways."
Russell, who died May 18, 2008, is buried in Montevideo, not far from the
Chippewa County farm where she came of age between the world wars. Times
were hard and opportunities few for a young woman in western Minnesota during
the 1920s and 1930s. Russell looked to St. Cloud State for answers.
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"St. Cloud State provided a
beginning point for Vera, a gateway for
a career that she was not sure she could
find elsewhere," said Chad Marolf,
director <;lf development for the College
of Education.
Armed with a two-year
teaching certificate from
St. Cloud State Teachers
College, Russell found a
teaching job that paid her
$300 for eight months' work.
The bachelor's degree she
earned at St. Cloud State
in 1940 helped her advance
to $1,450 for the 1942-43
school year. After World War
II, Russell parlayed a master's
degree from the University
of Michigan into a career as an
elementary school principal in Grand
Blanc, Mich. In 1977-78, her last
full year as an educator, she earned
$27,064.
In her private life Russell was an
amateur radio enthusiast, operating
with the call sign K8BPQ Her 1963
service as president of the Genesee
County Radio Club in Michigan is
remarkable in an avocation dominated
then, as today, by males.
Never married, she traveled widely
with her sisters. In the latter years
of retirement she lived in Houston,
Texas, near her sister, Zola Parker. She
remained committed to education,
serving as a volunteer tutor at Almeda
Elementary School. Russell outlived
four siblings and inherited their wealth,
managing those assets and her own
until her death.
In her final trip to the state of her
birth, Russell addressed St. Cloud
State faculty, staff and students at
a November 2007 reception in her
honor.
"St. Cloud has always had a
special place in my heart. I enjoyed
going here," said Russell. "You don't
know how much I've appreciated the
education I got here."

STORY BY MARSHA SHOEMAKER I PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF ST. CLOUD TIMES

EMOTIONAI:
Student and faculty performers discover new depths
to their sensitivity and new purpose for their lives

/

The setting was a former Nazi concentration camp in France,
complete wit h barbed w ire a nd crematorium. In the audience front
row, survivors of the World Wa r II horror watched and listened in
profound appreciation as 200 singers a nd musicians fro m M innesota
delivered a blend of haunting and hopeful music and lyrics, backed
by images of Jewish childre n who did not survive. W hen it was
fini shed , there was silence. Then tears.
Students and faculty from Sc. Cloud State made up the majority
of the performers and organi zers involved in the Europea n premier
of the H olocaust o ratorio, "To Be C ertain of the Dawn." T hey were
joined by 4 0 children in the C loud Scare Ca ntabile G irls C hoir, as
well as students and facult y from the College of Sa int Benedict a nd
Sa int John's U niversity.
The group premiered "To Be Certain of the D awn" at
Sc. C loud Scace and Saint John's U niversity in April , and while
on tour perfo rmed several concerts in Germa ny, Sw itzerland a nd
Fra nce. But it was the performa nce at Naczweiler-Struchof ch at left
the indelible ma rk on their hea rts.
The oratorio, by M innesota composer Stephen Paulus a nd
librettist Michael D ennis Browne, was premiered in 2005 by
the Rev. Michael J. O 'Connell of the Basilica of Sc. Mary in
Minneapolis to celebrate two important events - the 60th
an n iversary of the liberation of the death camps at the end of World
War II a nd the 40th a nniversa ry of the Vatican II document chat
condemned bl ami ng Jews fo r the death of C h rist. Rooted in themes
and subjects of mutual interest to the Jewish a nd C hristia n fa ith
communities, the oratorio pays tribute to chose who lost their lives
in the Holocaust a nd honors survivors and their descendants.
Throughout the tour, the Sc. C loud Times ch ro nicled the events
with unprecedented coverage. Some of the hund reds of photos taken
by Times photographer D ave Schwarz are shared on these pages . For
chose involved in the extraordinary death ca mp concert in Fra nce,
emotions remain raw. Tea rs still fl ow easily. Bue they know char the
story and the message they helped convey so beautifully never will
die. W hat follows on these pages are the most vivid impressions of a
representative few.

Sr. Cloud Mayor Dave Kleis presented rhe eighth annual City of
Sr. Cloud Arcs Award to organizers of the Holocaust oratorio, "To
Be Certain of the Dawn," June 26. The award from the Sr. Cloud
Arts Commission - a volunteer board for arts and culture for the
city of Sc. Cloud - recognized the efforts of Sc. Cloud State music
professors Terry Vermillion and Mark Springer and philosophy
professor and director of Jewish and religious studies Joseph
Edelheit in bringing about, organizing and performing the oratorio
in the community and in Europe .

www.stcloudstate.edu/news/outlook

11

PHOTOGRAPH BY DAN W!LDESON

LEE NELSON

Conductor, St. Cloud State music faculty

a

"It's going to take long time to unpack this experience and see how it's
going to piety out in our lives.
"Back in fall of '06 Joseph Edelheit told the music fi1cul~J' his retil dream
was to t1ike this ortttorio to Germany as a gift of her.ding to the Germ1.m
people. When he shou;ed me the score, I sctid >es,' we cttn do it. I didn't let
it go."
"171e audience was bussed in for the performance at the concentration
camp. Survivors sat in the front row. The cany) is r.lt one of the most
beautijtJl places in Frctnce. Prisoners would t,dk about !Jet.iring the horrific
cries from the crernatoriurn at night 1.md then hearing the birdr singing in
the morning: \,Ylhen we got done with the piece, there was dead silence. It
falt like three minutes before there w1is response. All you could hear was the
birds singing. Then the choir members let their eniotions go. The orchestm
players had tetirs strectming down their fiices. Steven Paulus, the composer,
11:nd Joseph sclid th~y 'd never been more moved ~y anything in their lives._,,
Tlu girls' choir wasn'tjust an important part of the performance. It
was THE element. The ortltorio's subtitle is "in mernory ~f the children.
They tire our hope.)) The centerpiece of the worle is the images of children.
Poet Michtiei Dennis Brown portrt~ys the chiltlren first cu Hebrew children
singing simple blessings - thank you for the apples, thmzk you for the letZves,
them!? you for the guiss} tlJttnk you fi1r the sun - then, as the worlr progresses,
they transform from singing simple blessings to singing the word of God,
quoting Hebrew scriptures. The adult choir cries out, ?-low do you create
he,ding?' The children tell us how.
"ft takes you on quite a roller coaster ofemotions."
12
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MARION jUDISH

Music faculty, violinist with oratorio
orchestra

''Before going to this camp and seeing
this place, I had no idea of the extent
of the concentration camps. 1 had
known of Dachau and Auschwitz,
but I didn't realize there were
thousands of camps in Europe and
Russia. 1 didn't realize either that the
camps and experiments were for other
groups besides Jews.
During this performance I looked
over at the audience and the people
who were brought there - survivors
in the front row, some who couldn't
walk. I saw a man in his full French
uniform from World War II standing
in the audience.
"The French government just
pulled out all the stops for us. I'd
never played with such a great
microphone on my violin.
"This camp had been a ski resort
where people went for holidays.
How awfid to turn something so
beautiful and joyful into something so
horrendous,
"Because of this experience, 1 will
have a deeper level of compassion
and appreciation for my students and
people in general. And a deeper level
of appreciation for my instrument.
Twice in the oratorio I played a
single sustained plaintiff note - it
starts with a nudge and continues.
Composer Stephen Paulus told me
that note sets the tone for the whole
piece.
"The violin reflects the soul. I
want to get my students to understand
this, and now even more so. Given
that role in the oratorio - to reflect
the soul of what went on - was a
huge responsibility."

DAVE UNZE

St. Cloud, St. Cloud Times reporter

"I was the cynical journalist who thought some of the students would be on
the trip to see Europe and have some fun. What I found was that all of the
students internalized the reason they were there. Watching them you could
just feel they knew they were carrying a very meaningful message.
"I hadn't been one to always buy into the image of anti-Semitism that
St. Cloud State carried, I know it doesn't deserve that rap. There are a lot
ofpeople in this community who live the message these kids were bringing.
This institution has helped them get to where they are, to prepare for this
experience. They've been on a campus with a history of lawsuits and racism,
ofswastikas drawn on walls. ft was the Times' coverage of these swastika
stories that in a weird way led me to this trip. 1 had heard criticisms that
Times stories about swastikas last year were perpetuating the image ofantiSemitism and racism. This caused me to go to Joseph Edelheit and ask
him his opinion. That conversation led to his suggestion that I write about
students going to Europe.
"/ came back different. There's a whole different dynamic between me
and members of my family."

www.stcloudstate.edu/news/outlook
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ANNA ROONEY

Rockford and Peoria, Ill., junior, music
education major, theater minor.
Wants to teach high school music
and theater.

"Each one of our choir nzernhers
wants to share this experience and
pass this emotion down to the
genertitions so that the Holocaust is
never minirnized.
''The most rnonurnentr1l piece for
me was the children choir. Looleing
rlt those girls I would think a bout all
their potential, of having their lives
cut offand throum away - imagine
the world that existed and let that
happen. One of the most influential
lines of the piece to me was the very
last line, sung kY the mezzo sopmno:
'I have lived in a world with no
children; I never want to live in tt
world with no children ag,:t.in.'
'T,n a person who :r usu,t/6,
s,niling. I'm pretty positive. But
this 'Wt.ls uncontrollable. At those
ernotiona! times, every time I thought
I could relax and stop crying, I would
see one of the Cantttbile girls and it
u,,101.t ld start over ,tgain. They worked
so hard, and it amazed me how
they understood what was going on.
It took tl lot of coniprehension and
maturity.
''This experience, if, going to he
11 piece of me. I'm lettrning to v,due
more deeply the potential lf eve1yone
because ofseeing what happens when
each individuals future is not valued.
My pltms to be tt teacher and to he
a mother make this rnean even more
to me. Afy children will be the next
generation. "

s

14

OUTLOOK Fall 08

BEN THOMPSON

Minneapolis, senior with double major in theatre and creative writing.
Career aspiration: playwright.

"What'~, the imptict tf this experience on my life? I've been ttying to
figure that out since I got home. lff md(y hard to put into words_, but
I do know th,u I feel incredibly proud of not on(y rnyself, but also of
the people I went through this with. W7e truly have done something
a,nazingfor ourselves andfor humanity. I'm proud of us 11s students,
as artists mul, above all, proud ofus ,is hunutn beings.
"I love u,rriting tibout hurnan interaction and hou; we treat each
other. I think its fiiscinating. In that aspect this oratorio experience
will affect how I tell stories and interpret relationships in those stories.
We're all different races) religions and creeds. It~, those differences that
divide us, but thefre also whttt make us human. We !1twe to work
harder to understand each other.
"Because of this experience I've been looking 11t how I tretlt people
and going through the daunting process of t1ying to figure out what 1
helieve in.
'1t seems so simple - just love evnyone around you. But I have
discovered there have been an amazing number of horrible things that
have been done to people by people who decide to hate for a reason
that has no real suhsttince. "

JOSEPH EDELHEIT

Director of religious studies and philosophy professor at St. Cloud State, Rabbi Edel he it
gave an impromptu speech to the student singers and musicians following their tour of
the remains of the Natzweiler-Struthof concentration camp. Here are excerpts:

"You all chose to be here, to bring a gift ofyour art. In order to fully
understand the meaning of the art we needed to bring you to this place.
''ft is truly unlike any other place. There are a few places still like it.
The paradox is that they need to keep them going instead of let them
fall apart.
"There were 1 million children under JO that perished. You sing the
words that were created by the poet who looked at the pictures. Now
you 're in a place that destroyed lives.
''And ifyou feel that there are no words, that's correct. There are no
words. There are tears. There is a gasping for air. There is some sense
of horror that human beings could not and would not do this to other
human beings. But they did. That is why we need to bring you to this
place.
"ft is a place beyond meaning. Nothing good comes from this place.
And yet, tomorrow you will come here with your extraordinary voices,
your nimble fingers, your incredible hearts and your amazing lungs,
and all you do is good. How can that be?
"Today we bear witness through resistance, not through passivity. As
we sit on the fawn outside this death camp, genocide occurs in Darfur
and elsewhere. And the world is as it was, silent.
''f have always had one goal in committing myself to interfaith
dialogue: To make sure that my children's world does not have the
silence that my grandparents' world had. l retired from the pulpit
to teach, and I came to St. Cloud State because they were labeled a
community and campus of anti-Semites. 1 came because of it, but that'.r
not why I'm staying. You are why I'm staying.

"Five years later here we are,
sitting outside Natzweiler-Struthof
And tomorrow night you will sing
words written by Michael Dennis
Browne through the notes of Stephen
Paulus. We will show photos of
(Roman) Visfmiac, and you will lift
up the spirit that has been covered by
silence.
''I'm sorry we brought you here.
I'm sorry that as a teacher 1 am
obligated to show you the darkest
shadow that foils over your earth human beings, not Germans, human
beings just like all of us. Human
beings are capable of tomorrow night,
and what you saw inside. Your lives
are about making those choices every
day. Some day you will choose to be
parents; you must help your children
learn about those choices. Whenever
you sing and play your instruments,
f pray rhat your art will be making a
choice, too.
"You will never sing more defiant
words in your life than in this place."

www.stcloudstate.edu/news/outlook
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Student pollsters practice passion for politics
SCSU Survey takes Minnesota's pulse
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SENIOR RENEE HELM, LEAD STUDENT DIRECTOR FOR TIIE

scsu SURVEY

THIS FALL, IS KEENLY AWARE OF THE ELECTRICITY SURROUNDING THE 2008
NATIONAL ELECTIONS - AND THE ENVIABLE POSITION SHE'S IN TO WATCH
THEM UNFOLD.

Eight student directors are selected
annually for the SCSU Survey, a
respected and increasingly sophisticated
statewide arm of the St. C loud State
Department of Political Science. They
help develop the questions and lead
polling and analysis for about six
surveys a year. Taking part in the fall
omnibus political survey - especially in
a presidential election year - is prime
time for these involved students.
"I have to admit I'm a tad jealous,"
sa id former Survey director Jamie
Kirsch '07, who was deployed to Iraq
just two months after graduating with
a degree in political science. "How
exciting to be part of the survey at such
an intense time in U.S . history!"
The SCSU Survey usually generates
considerable public attention with its
fa ll statewide survey - most famously
in 1998. Survey leaders circulated a
news release three days before that
election heralding the trend toward a
Jesse Ventura win in the Minnesota
governor's race. Two of those leaders,
political science professors Steve Frank
and Steven Wagner, followed that
coup with a book about the Ventura
phenomenon , "We Shocked the
World: A Case Study of Jesse Ventura's
Election as Governor of Minnesota."
Frank, who started the SCSU
Survey 28 years ago, has an infectious
passion for all things political. 'Tm
intensely interested in politics following it, teach ing it, measuring it,"
he said. "I think elections matter. Just
when you think you've got everything
figured out, something new comes up.
Wow!"
This year is especially a "wow" time
in national politics. "I think Americans
realize this is a critica l election," he
sa id. "If people can't see the difference
between Barack Obama and John
McCain, then there's no hope."
Part of the Survey's success is the

integrity of the Survey team. Clean
methodology is crucial to Frank and
his colleagues.
T he clients who come back to the
SCSU Survey - only government
or non-profit organizations are
accepted - count on the team to poll
a representative sa mpling with good
questions to gather the information
they need. Don Feeney, research and
planning director for the Minnesota
Lottery, call s the annual survey the
Sc. C loud State group has done for
the Lottery for 14 years the "gold
stand ard " of gambling surveys.
But wh ile the SCSU Survey's
bread-and-butter clients help pay the
bills, the omnibus fall political survey
will be the main course this fall for
Helm and her fellow student directors
and pollsters. And one of the most
interesting aspects will be the "feeling
thermometer," Frank 's invention

that measures whether people know
a ca ndidate well enough to rate him
or her and how they feel about the
candidate on a scale from 1-100.
How warmly a voter feels about a
cand idate's personality and likeability
is a big deal, according to Frank. It's
what wins or loses elections. "One of
the reasons George Bush won was that
he was a better candidate than John
Kerry, who ca me across as aloof and
not somebody you could have a beer
with over the fence. "
Helm and her colleagues are looking
forwa rd to finding out how much that
"feeling thing," as well as the issues
Americans are grappling with, wi ll
affect this fa ll 's election. "We've been
guess ing about the outcome of the
presidential election since last year,"
she said of prognostications based on
survey results and historical campaign
ana lysis. "We're just so excited to see if
we're right."
Helm , a public administration

major from St. Joseph who's been a
student director since spring 2006 ,
appreciates the opportunity her
position offers to delve into political
hot-button issues and hobnob with
faculty Survey leaders. "I just think it's
an awesome experience."

"Many say the survey was the kind
of experience that helped them get into
grad school or get jobs or the kind of
experience they normally wou ldn't have
gotten," sa id Frank.
Student directors have gone on to
sign ificant positions in government,
education , law - even the business
of polling. C has Anderson '96, who
majored in government relations and is
currently deputy commi ssioner for the
Minnesota Department of Education ,
is typical of the bright, motivated
students who pass through the SCSU
Survey. She was hired right out of
college as an aide to then Gov. Arne
Carlson. "C has has a passion for public
policy, but she's also politica lly astute,
which goes back to her work on the
SCSU survey," said Bernie Omann
'90, Sartell , director of Community
Relations for St. Cloud State and
former legislator. He was chief of staff
for Gov. Arne Carlson when Anderson
joined the Carlson team.
Other notable student director
graduates include Justin Wedeking
'00, now a political science faculty
member at the University of Kentucky,
Lexington; Dave Kleis '89, a former
legislator and now mayor of St. C loud;
John Baker '99, who recently opened
what's bel ieved to be the only U.S. law
firm dedicated to veterans' needs in the
Twin C ities; Aaron Am ie '99 '02 , an
executive with lpsos Public Affairs; and
Laurie H okkanen '02 , assistant city
manager for C hanhassen.
The SCSU Survey was born out
of Frank's desire to develop a handson teaching tool to help his students
understa nd more about public
opinion. H e spent two summers at
the Un iversity of Michigan's survey
resea rch center as a visiting facu lty
scholar before launching the SCSU
Survey in 1980.
www.stcloudstate.edu/news/outlook
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In the Survey's humble beginnings,
said first student director Jeff Wood
'81 '87 '95, Web content director for
St. Cloud State, "I sat at the political
science department secretary's desk
in Brown Hall to make survey calls
on her phone. We looked at questions
on a paper list and wrote the answers
down," he said. "Back then it took two
to three weeks to get results."
Wood recalls Frank taking him to
a downtown marketing call center run
by SCSU alumni Larry Meyer '71 and
Peg Ford Meyer '70 to view the sea
of desks, telephones and interviewers
taking the pulse of Americans on
politics and products. "There I got a
glimpse of the future," he said.
In the mid '90s, as student director
Anderson helped oversee the Survey's
transition from a "paper/pencil" to
computerized operation. "You can't
get that kind of experience out of a
classroom," she said.
Last year the SCSU Survey
moved into a new and expanded
space in Stewart Hall with 19 calling
stations. Each has a computer fitted
with computer-assisted telephone ,
interviewing software. The system

offers instant results. The Survey is
one of the University's centers that
generates revenue for its operating
costs - $80,000 to $100,000 a year for
computers, phones, servers, printers
and technical support services.
"The hands-on experience I
was afforded through the Survey
is invaluable," said Army Staff Sgt.
Kirsch, who plans to pursue a master's
degree in conflict resolution and peace
studies when she returns from Iraq.
Part of a St. Paul-based Minnesota
National Guard unit, she is a battalion
nuclear, biological and chemical
non-commissioned officer in charge,
tracking helicopters throughout the

CHAS ANDERSON '96
FROM SCSU SURVEY TRAILBLAZER
TO MINNESOTA EDUCATION POLICY LEAD.ER

Her first job was aide to Gov. Arne Carlson, and in less than
a decade government relations graduate Chas Anderson
has risen to the position of deputy commissioner- second
in command - for the Minnesota Department of Education.
She credits her SCSU Survey experience with helping prepare
her for her extraordinary advance into state government
leadership.
"I was exposed to research methodology and the public
policy side," said Anderson of her Survey role (1994-96),
which gave her the skills she would hone first as a constituent services and legislative
relations aide for Gov. Arnie Carlson. That led to a position as lead administrator
for the Minnesota House Ways and Means Committee from 1999-2003. Then Gov.
Tim Pawlenty appointed her deputy education commissioner, a position that gives
her responsibility for day-to-day operations of the department, including agency
management and human resource operations, oversight of the legislative agenda and
accountability issues.
"I grew a lot in my four years at St. Cloud State - academically, socially and in ways
that helped me handle management and research into issues that have been critical
to my work," said Anderson, St. Paul, who is focusing more on policy than finance
issues, including improving the quality of teacher preparation. "My leadership role as a
student director helped me establish those skills."
Anderson recalls being given responsibilities with the SCSU Survey that became
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theater of Iraq. She has received an
Army Commendation Medal and
Meritorious Service Medal for her
service and leadership.
Kirsch said working with the Survey
during fall 2006 gave her insight
into a process few take the time to
understand or appreciate. "We all come
to rely upon the statistics that are fed
to us as we prepare for elections or
determine what products are preferred.
Because of my experience with the
Survey, I understand and appreciate the
purpose behind the polls and surveys
that are used in practically everything
we do."

valuable to her education. For
example, she helped oversee the
Survey's transition from a "paper/
pencil" to computerized operation.
"I learned to work through those
changes," she said. "You can't get that
kind of experience out of a classroom."
The in-depth examination of issues
and political questions to be included
in any survey was excellent practice
for the policy work Anderson has
done for various state government
offices. "We'd do a lot of research
on issues before we'd put together
a survey instrument," she said. "The
methodology was right."
Anderson has maintained her
friendship with Professor Steve Frank
in the 12 years since her Survey days.
"I still come up and talk to his classes.
He was a good mentor in college, and
I still go to him for advice. He's just a
very solid professor."

Left: SCSU Survey student directors, from left. Luke Hofstad, a senior from Andover;
Trevor Lynch, a junior from Maplewood; Mike Loehlein '08, St. Joseph, and Renee Helm,
a senior from St. Joseph, discuss strategy for upcoming surveys. Helm is lead student
director for this fall's omnibus political survey.

JOHN BAKER '99
VETERAN'S SURVEY DIRECTOR EXPERIENCE
LEADS TO UNIQUE LAW PRACTICE

Attorney John Baker credits his SCSU Survey professors
with giving him the confidence to pursue a law degree and
help launch the groundbreaking Minnesota firm that deals
exclusively with veterans' legal needs.
Baker had come to St. Cloud State after 22 years in the
Marine Corps, a disabled veteran. Professor Steve Frank
said Baker was an excellent student who had put a lot of
experience between the problems of his youth and his
newfound interest in politics and public policy issues.
"Professors Frank and (Steven) Wagner use the SCSU Survey as a way to work with
students and give them hands-on experience working with issues," Baker said. "The
work helps shape you. The Steves absolutely influenced me. My experience with them
prepared me for law school. As a student director (1998-99) I learned about political
science and survey methods, but more importantly the experience gave me the
ability to really dissect issues of public policy." He graduated magna cum laude with a
bachelor's degree in political science and economics.
After law school and another year of active duty in the Marines, Baker joined a
Minneapolis law firm. But in January he opened the firm of Baker, Wadd & Williams
LLP, along with his wife, Sharon Clark-Williams, and Adam Wadd, who had gone to law
school after serving in the U.S. Navy and graduating from the University of Minnesota.
All three are graduates of the Hamline University School of Law.

AARON AM1c '99 '02
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE WAS FOUNDATION
FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS EXECUTIVE

As a vice president for one of the five largest research firms
in the world, Aaron Amie, Albertville, says he is "doing what
I did as a student director (1997-99) of the SCSU Surveyonly on a larger scale."
Amie developed an understanding of what constitutes
good research methodology during his two years as student
director. "I wouldn't have moved up in my company without
that good foundation."
His company is lpsos, an international research and
public affairs firm, for which he serves as vice president of omnibus research services
for North American public affairs. "The group I run does $7 million a year," said Amie,
whose undergraduate degree is in public administration and master's degree is in
public and non-profit institutions. "There are few Fortune 500 companies I haven't
worked with."
Amie's involvement with the Survey started with a political science class he took
from the Survey's founder, Professor Steve Frank, his freshman year. "As with most
classes with Dr. Frank or Dr. (Professor Steven) Wagner, survey research would make its
way into the class," he said. "We all had to put some time in with the SCSU Survey."
He took the job as student director because he "had always been interested in polling
and seeing the nuts and bolts of what was happening. I did it through the rest of my
college career and came back and kept doing stuff with them even after I graduated."
After college he worked with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency with

Their innovative firm is believed
to be the only one of its kind in the
nation, with the partners focusing only
on the legal needs of veterans, from
untangling military red tape to child
custody and divorce cases to criminal
problems. "I've been through most of
that," Baker said. "I know the process.
We do a lot of pro bono work and
family law. It's full service."
Baker said he learned a lot about
being there for others from his favorite
professors in political science. "I had
Professor Frank for five or six quarters
in a row," said Baker. "He was always
available to me. I would get e-mails
from him at 1 in the morning."

an environmental firm in Edina
before joining the company that
eventually merged with lpsos. With
Amie's knowledge of sound polling
practices, he was well prepared for
the challenge, crediting the professors
who lead the Survey. "Dr. Wagner was
my mentor. Without him I wouldn't be
doing what I'm doing now."
"My career path has been 100
percent determined by my decision to
work as a student director," said Amie,
who added that he'll be watching for
this year's big Survey election polls.

www.stdoudstate.e du/news/outlook
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MARC MARKELL

Professor Marc Markell, special education, along
with his sister and co-author Kathryn Markell,
had their book about working with young people
dealing with grief published by Routledge. "The
Children Who Lived: Using Harry Potter and
Other Fictional Characters to Help Grieving
Children and Adolescents" uses the experiences
of Harry Potter and other fictional characters
to help educators, counselors and parents work with children
and adolescents dealing with loss. Markell, who joined St. Cloud State in 1991,
earlier authored "Helping People with Developmental Disabilities Mourn: Practical
Rituals for Caregivers," as well as articles in the field of special education. Copies
are available at Amazon.com, Borders and Barnes & Noble.
DERRICK SILVESTRI

}IM BERTRAM

Several cartoons by Jim Bertram '88,
producer-director of educational and
instructional materials at St. Cloud State,
have been published by The Wall Street
Journal during the last two years. For
more than 50 years, the newspaper has
carried on its editorial page "Pepper ... and
Salt," cartoons chosen from about 1,000
unsolicited submissions a week. Bertram,
<(Once you're bald, the eyes go next.''
who has worked at St. Cloud State for 28
years, has also done standup comedy, has
written for Phyllis Diller, Joan Rivers and Jay Leno, and has had car~oons published
in the Smithsonian's ''Air & Space" and "Highlights for Children."

GLEN TUOMAALA

Glen Tuomaala, director of the Husky Sports Band at
St. Cloud State and the St. Cloud Municipal Band, has
been chosen president of the Minnesota Band Directors
Association (MBDA) Central Region. As president,
he will lead the sponsorship of an honor band for
outstanding student musicians in grades 6-8 and another
for grades 9-10. The MBDA assists in the development
of band directors and band programs in schools, colleges
and communities throughout Minnesota. The Central
Region of the MBDA includes St. Cloud and the
Minneapolis/St. Paul area.
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Derrick Silvestri '06, chief engineer of
St. Cloud State's Husky Productions,
has collected four national awards and
a regional award in the last year for a
30-minute documentary he produced
on the Husky hockey program. "The
History of St. Cloud State Division
I Hockey: Past. Present. Future"
has received a Bronze Aurora, a
Communicator Award, a Videographer
Award and a Telly, which competition
receives 14,000 entries a year. In
addition, he received a Midwest
College Emmy nomination from
the Academy of T devision Arts and
Sciences Foundation.
Silvestri has been on the staff
since 2006 as manager of the campus
television studio. This fall he also is
teaching television production in the
Department of Mass Communications,
which offers students four focus areas
- advertising, broadcasting, news
editorial and public relations.

New athletics Web site launched
Husky fans were treated to the debut
of an enhanced intercollegiate athletic
department Web site this spring, which
provides a comprehensive on-line
information resource for all 23 of
St. Cloud State's intercollegiate athletic
reams.

The new look allows for more
effective use of the many high-quality
images produced by Sc. Cloud State
campus photographer Neil Andersen
'96 and provides increased potential for
use of slide show, audio and video clips
highlighting Husky sports.
University Web developers Linda
Carr '78, Karin Duncan 'OJ and Mark
Monn '99 were the main players on
the technology side of the Web site
transformation, while the Athletic
Media Relations office sta ff of Anne
Abicht '06 master's, Tom Nelson,
Celest Stang '03 '05 and Terry Tschida
provided insight and input into the

shaping of the final product.
"The new Web site has been met
with rave reviews," sa id Nelson, who
has helped coordinate the Huskies'
home page since 1996. "The
increased use of images has made
a major impact on the appearance
of the site, and the navigation
improvements make it much more
user-friendly."
"The Web site has become
one of the St. Cloud State
Athletics Department's most effective
marketing tools," Nelson said. "The
site is constantly being updated with
complete team information, results and
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tickets for
home athletic events.
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To see the improvements, visit

www.stcloudstate.edu/athletics

statistics."

Features of the athletics Web site
include links to live audio and video
streaming of select competitions,
on-line form s for prospective studentathletes interested in becoming
Huskies and complete information on

► EXTRA
on the St. Cloud State Web site
Check out sports team schedules on
the new Husky Athletics Web site:
www.stcloudstate.edu/athletics

Husky leaders, supporters honored by conference
Twelve St. Cloud State coaches, athletic administrators and staff - eight
of them alumni - were among the 66 people honored with the North Central
Conference (NCC) Legacy Award in June.
The NCC Legacy Award was created in the league's final year to honor
personnel who achieved a long-term and successful record of service to the
conference. St. Cloud State honorees were:
• ANNE ABICHT '06 MASTER'S - Sc. Cloud State Athletic Media Relations
director since January 1985. Served as women's sports information director at
North Dakota State University 1981-85 and as the women's sports publicist
for the NCC.
• JULIE ALEXANDER - Joined the St. Cloud State sports medicine staff in 1989
and became head athletic trainer in 1999. Has overseen the growth of the
sports medicine staff to include four full-time staff members and graduate and
student assistants.
• JERRY ANDERSON '94 - Has been the Husky men's tennis coach for 11
seasons and the women's for three. The men's team has won nine NCC
championships, including the last seven straight titles. Anderson played for
the Huskies from 1982-84.
• SuE BECKER - Began her association with the NCC as head women's softball
coach at St. Cloud State in 1985, compiling a 241-162 overall record and two
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) playoff appearances. Served
as the St. Cloud State compliance officer from 1997 until her appointment as
associate athletic director in 2005.
Continued on next page

HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
Scott Underwood, on the Husky coaching staff

since 2001, has been named head football
coach. He first joined St. Cloud State as
defensive coordinator, recruiting coordinator
and defensive back coach. Prior coaching
stops included the University of North Dakota,
the University of Sioux Falls and Augustana
College, his alma mater.

www.stcloudstate.edu/news/outlook
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'87 MASTER'S - Joined
the St. Cloud State athletics staff as
an assistant football coach in 1985
and became head men's track and
field coach in 1988. In 1995 became
the head men's and women's track
and field coach. Named associate
athletic director for marketing,
promotions and fundraising in 1999.
BILL HuosoN '90 M.B.A. - Faculty
athletic representative to the NCC,
2005-06 NCC chair, member of the
steering committee for the Division
II Faculty Athletic Representative
Institute in 2004-05, and Faculty
Athletic Representative Association
Division II board member 2003-05
and vice-president 2005-06.
MORRIS KURTZ - Joined St. Cloud
State as men's athletic director in
1984 and became the director of
athletics for the combined men's and
women's department in 1996. Has
overseen an enhanced fundraising
initiative and growth of the program
to 23 sports.
Jum LARKIN '85 - In eight seasons
as the head men's and women's
golf coach, has led the men's team/'
to NCC championships in 2004,
2005 and 2007. Named NCC

• TRACY DILL
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Coach of the Year all three years.
Both the men's and women's teams
participated in the 2004 NCAA
Division II Golf Championships and
the men made a return appearance
in 2006.
DENNY LORSUNG '71 - Compiled
a 546-563-4 record in 29 seasons
as head baseball coach at St. Cloud
State. The Huskies won two NCC
North Division titles and the 1991
NCC championship. He was twice
named the NCC Coach of the Year.
Played for the Huskies in 1969 and
1970 aqd was an assistant coach
before taking over as h~ad coach.
KEVIN SCHLAGEL '77 '82 - Began
his association with St. Cloud State
men's basketball as a player in 1972.
From 1980-97 was assistant coach
to the Huskies, during which time
St. Cloud State won three NCC
titles. During his time as head
coach, which began in 1997, the
Huskies have won one NCC title
and two NCC Wells Fargo Finals
Championships. Has recorded a 215103 won/loss record in 11 seasons.
LORI ULFERTS - Compiled a 219178 won/loss record "iri 14 seasons
as the head women's basketball

•

coach. She led the Huskies to backto-back NCAA Division II Elite
Eight Championships in 2005 and
2006, ~inning the North Central
Region 'T ournament both seasons.
Advanced to the semifinals of the
2006 national tournament. Coached
NCAA Division II Player of the Year
Erika Quigley.
PAULA U'REN '97 MASTERS - Has
had a memorable career in the
NCC, first as a three-time All-NCC
softball player at Augustana College
in 1993-95. Compiled a 426-197
won/loss record since joining
St. Cloud State as head softball
coach in 1997. The Huskies have
won three NCC titles and finished
third at the 2004 NCAA Division II
National Championship.

Additional Husky supporters
recognized at the NCC celebration in
June were:
• STEVE HAMMER '70 and DIANE
AND CARL SCHMITT received NCC
Volunteer of the Year Awards.
Hammer has served as Husky
football and men's basketball
public address announcer for more
than 20 years, emcees the annual

Farewell North Central, hello Northern Sun
NCC
With the closing in June of the North
Central Conference (NCC), one of
the premiere National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA) Division
II leagues in the country, St. Cloud
State has joined the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC).
The NCC has been home to
St. Cloud State men's athletics since
1981 and women's athletics since 1984.
The Huskies helped make the league
a success, winning 41 conference
championships, including 15 men's
tennis team championships and five
women's tennis team championships.
In addition, 247 men and 120 women
have won individual conference titles.
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The Stan Marshall
Award is the highest
recognition given to NCC
student-athletes who have
distinguished themselves through
academic performance, athletic ability
and community activities.
St. Cloud State winners included
wrestler Ryan Marx '00 (1999), men's
basketball player Alex Carlson '04
(2004), and football and track and
field standout Ryan Koch '05 (2006).
St. Cloud State women who won the
award competed in basketball and
track and field, with Julie Eisenchenk
'90 honored in 1990 and Jennifer
Higgins '01 in 2001.

NSIC
Alumni may recall
that the Huskies were
charter members of the Northern
Intercollegiate Conference (NIC) and
the Northern Sun Conference (NSC).
The NSIC, formed from a merger of
the NIC and NSC in spring 1992, is a
relatively young conference.
NSIC MEMBERS ARE:

•
•
•
•
•

Augustana College
Bemidji State University
Concordia University-St. Paul
University of Mary
Minnesota State University
Moorhead
• University of Minnesota Crookston

•

Men's Basketball Banquet, was
president of the Husky Boosters
and was a Husky Hoopsters
board member. The Schmitts
have been the main basketball
statisticians for Husky men's
and women's basketball for
10 years. Carl is Computer
Score coordinator and Diane is
HuskyNec accounts coordinator
in Technology Support Services,
both at Sc. Cloud Scace.
ART GRACHEK '62 received
an NCC Honor Award, the
highest award in the conference,
for his efforts in heightening
the integrity of the conference.
He was the St. Cloud Scace
institutional representative
to the conference from 19872001, and served as Faculcy
Athletic Representative Institute
president and executive
committee member. Grachek
was a professor in the Sc.
Cloud Scace Department of
Communication Studies from
1971-2003.

Runs in the family

• University of Minnesota Duluth
• Minnesota State University
Mankato
• Northern State University
• Southwest Minnesota State
University
• St. Cloud State University
• Upper Iowa University
• Wayne State College
• Winona State University

St. Cloud State gained a little national television exposure chis spring as the
brother-sister act of Nate '08 and Stacy '08 Dey, Maplewood, were featured in the
National Collegiate Athletic Association "NCAA On Campus Program" in April.
The monthly 30-minute look at NCAA college spores airs nationally on ESPN
Classic and ESPNU and is posted on the NCAA Web site.
The Deys grabbed the attention of "NCAA On Campus" because both played
intercollegiate ice hockey for Sc. Cloud State. A four-year standout for the Huskies
at forward, Nate completed his career in 2007-08 with 30 goals, 49 assists and 79
points. He set a team record this winter by playing in 159 games during his career.
Stacy also finished her career with the Huskies last winter. A four-year veteran on
defense, she played in 117 games during her career and accounted for one goal and
11 assists.
To complete the feature on the Deys, an "NCAA On Campus" production crew
from Indianapolis-based DL Images ventured north co Sc. Cloud State during the
last week of March. On-screen personality Melissa Knowles and production chief
Lee Nassau spent about four hours on campus interviewing men's hockey coach
Bob Motzko '89 and women's hockey coach Jeff Giesen '93 along with the Deys.
The exposure on "NCAA On Campus" capped a busy year in the spotlight
for the Deys, as the duo were featured by several media outlets during their time
as Huskies. Additions co their media "clip book " included a feature in the March
edition of Minnesota Score magazine, on-line coverage through WCHA.com and a
feature on WCCO TV in 2007.
Find the complete "NCAA On Campus" story on Nate and Stacy at www.ncaa.
org/wps/ncaa'Content!D =631
www.stcloudstate.edu/news/outlook
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The St. Cloud State Alumni Awards Program provides an opportunity to shine the
spotlight on alumni, friends and employees who demonstrate the highest standards of
integrity and character, individuals whose career and life accomplishments reflect positively.on the University community.
The 2008 honorees will be recognized at the Alumni Awards Dinner and Ceremony on Friday, Oct. 17,
during St. Cloud State Homecoming festivities. Call 320-308-3177 or 1-866-464-8759 for more information.

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

GEORGE KUH '71
M.S . School Counseling

George Kuh, Bloomington, Ind., is
known as one of the "nation's most
prominent, eloquent and forward
thinkers about higher education" for his work in evaluating
and improving the quality of undergraduate education. He
currently is Chancellor's Professor of Higher Education at
Indiana University Bloomington and is director of the Center
for Postsecondary Research, which houses the National
Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE).
Kuh developed NSSE, an annual survey regarding student
participation in university programs provided for personal
and academic development. Since its inception, NSSE has
played an integral role in reforming national perceptions
and policies regarding student development. Kuh has been a
consultant to more than 200 higher education institutions,
has more than 300 publications to his credit and has made
hundreds of presentations regarding student development,
institutional improvement and assessment strategies.
Kuh is a past president of the Association for the Study
of Higher Education and was honored with the association's
prestigious Research Achievement Award. He serves on the
board of regents at Luther College and is involved with the
National Leadership Council for the Association of American
Colleges and Universities "Liberal Education and America's
Promise" initiative. He also sits on the editorial boards of
"About Campus," "Change," "Higher Education Abstracts"
and "Liberal Education."
His work and dedication to higher education have earned
him numerous awards, including Indiana University's
prestigious Tracy Sonneborn Award, the American College
Personnel Association's distinguished Lifetime Achievement
Award, and the Educational Leadership Award for Teaching
from St. Cloud State.

ALUMNI SERVICE

DIANA CARTER '78
B.S. Management

Diana Carter, Wayzata, has
demonstrated a commitment to service
in all aspects of her life. She served on
the St. Cloud State University Foundation board of trustees
from 1999-2008. She is a past chair and served as finance
committee chair. Her generous philanthropic efforts have
supported the University's goals for admissions endowed
scholarships. Community service includes serving on the
Women's Foundation of Minnesota finance committee and
on the board of trustees at Westminster Presbyterian Church.
Carter also founded Grand Central Charities, which funds
micro loans to women running businesses in the Congo. She
is chief financial officer at Summit Mortgage Corporation,
which she founded with her husband in 1992.

GRADUATE OF THE LAST DECADE
(GOLD)

DAVID NOVAK '00
B.S. Meteorology

David Novak, Lake Grove, N.Y.,
is a meteorologist employed by the
National Weather Service, Eastern Region Headquarters,
Scientific Services Division. After graduating from St. Cloud
State Novak went on to earn a master's in atmospheric
sciences at State University of New York at Albany. He
currently is a doctoral candidate at State University of New
York at Stony Brook. Already, Novak is recognized as an
important contributor in his field. He was instrumental in
establishing the National Smarttool Team, which helps the
National Weather Service produce digital weather forecasts.
His research also has served as the basis for a number of
National Weather Service training seminars.

IT'S NOT TOO EARLY to think about nominating a graduate for a 2009 St. Cloud State University
Alumni Award! Nominations accepted through March 14, 2009. Contact the Alumni Relations Office at 320-308-3177,
1-866-464-8759 or alumni@stcloudstate.edu for more information.
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G.R. HERBERGER COLLEGE
OF BUSINESS LEADERSHIP

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND
ENGINEERING LEADERSHIP

AL HEINEN '78

DAN HOOPER '99

8.5. Accounting

B.S. Physics

Al Heinen, Champlin, has a long
history of commitment to his business,
community and St. Cloud State. He has not only been a
strong financial supporter of the University, but the Eide
Bailly partner has actively recruited and hired many
St. Cloud State accounting graduates through the years. He
currently sits on the board of trustees for the St. Cloud State
University Foundation and is dedicated to the nonprofit
sector, helping numerous organizations better understand
their financial statements and in turn fulfill their goals.
Hein~n is said to embody the philosophy of entrepreneurship,
leadership and a commitment to community.

Dan Hooper, Oak Park, Ill., is an
associate scientist in the Theoretical
Astrophysics Group at the Fermi National Accelerator
Laboratory. He earned his doctorate at the University of
Wisconsin Madison and completed a postdoctoral fellowship
at Oxford University, then secured a coveted staff scientist
position at Fermi National Laboratories, where he is already
a leading expert in developing tests for dark matter. He has
had numerous scientific papers published in international
journals and authored two layman's guides to the universe:
"Dark Cosmos: In Search of Our Universe's Missing Mass
and Energy" and "Nature's Blueprint: Supersymmetry and
the Search for a Unified Theory of Matter and Force."

COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
LEADERSHIP

MARY BRABECK '70

PATTI GARTLAND '80

M.S. English and Urban Education

B.A. Local and Urban Affairs

Mary Brabeck, New York City, is
known for her extraordinary leadership
in education and is considered a leading scholar in her field.
She is dean of the Steinhardt School of Culture, Education
and Human Development. Recently, Brabeck received the
Homes Partnership Board of Directors Service Award, the
American Psychological Association Committee on Women
in Psychology Leadership Award and the University of
Minnesota's Outstanding Achievement and Distinguished
Alumna Award. She also has an honorary degree from
St. Joseph University. Brabeck is said to have shown high
integrity and a quality of leadership that is uniquely hers
while serving as a model for current and future generations.

Patti Gartland, a lifelong resident of
St. Cloud, is Sartell city administrator.
As a result of her distinguished professional career,
Gartland is a recognized leader in the region. She has
been a tremendous asset to St. Cloud State, having served
on the Alumni Association board, hosting interns while
employed by St. Cloud and Sartell and further strengthening
relationships between the University and St. Cloud while she
served as St. Cloud planning director. Gartland continues
support to the community through educational, advisory and
human service organizations. She has received the Coalition
of Greater MN Cities Excellence in Service Award and the
St. Cloud Chamber of Commerce ATHENA Award.

UNIVERSITY
SERVICE

COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS AND
HUMANITIES LEADERSHIP

VALERIE DOHERTY '76

JUDITH MOBERG '68

B.A. English

B.S. Geography, B.S. History

Valerie Doherty, Eden Prairie, is CEO
and co-owner with her husband,
Tim, of Doherty Employment Group and Doherty Staffing
Solutions. She graduated from the University of Minnesota
Law School in 1979. Recent recognition has included Pink
Magazine's 50 Top Women Business Owners nationally
and Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal's third largest
female-owned business. The Dohertys also received the 2008
Entrepreneurs of the Year Award from the Carlson School of
Management. She supports higher education in many ways,
including currently employing 20 St. Cloud State graduates,
financially supporting her alma maters and partnering with
Riverland College to establish the Doherty Scholarship fund.

Judith Moberg, St. Cloud, first began
teaching at St. Cloud State in 1969
as an assistant professor of geography. She dedicated herself
to establishing a travel/tourism program at St. Cloud State
before retiring in 1999. In 2001, as a result of Moberg's
commitment and determination, the travel/tourism emphasis
became an individual major. Moberg received the University's
Outstanding Contribution Award and Distinguished
Professor Award for excellence in teaching. It is said her
contribution went far beyond the expectations of her
employment, and the positive influence she had on students,
St. Cloud State and the travel industry is still felt today.
www.stcloudstate.edu/news/outlook
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The 2008 Lemonade Concert & Art Fair brought thousands of alumni,
guests and community members to campus. "Welcome to your
university," said St. Cloud State President Earl H. Potter Ill. "We're proud
of our university, your university."
Former college roommates Joel Sutherland '82 and Perry Finelli '82
announce the game during the 2008 St. Cloud State Night at the
River Bats . Finelli is an on-air personality for Minnesota Public Radio.
Sutherland is owner and CEO of River Bats Baseball.

This is Hush Terrnurv

2008 SCSU Night at the Dome attendees display their Husky pride. The
event was attended by more than 250 alumni and friends.

2008-09 ST. CLOUD STATE
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Back row: Joel Goergen '86, Perry
Finelli '82, Steve Johnson '73, Ray
Hoover (student representative),
Kevin Gohl '84, Ryan Langsev '85,
Myron Umerski '62 '72, Paula Foley
'85 '88. Front row: Sue McGrath
'81 '94 (secretary/treasurer),
Cristina Powell '02, Carlo
Lachmansingh '76, Amy Trombley
'00 '04 (president), Tiffany Elj '95
(president-elect), Miranda Nesbitt
'05. Not pictured: Della Ludwig '95
(past-president).
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Blizzard and friends on the field at the Metrodome. Senior Jake Lafever
(far right), from Svea, represented the St. Cloud State Concert Choir as he
performed the National Anthem at the game.

{'

"'

~

"'

.,.._

.,-

Alumni class notes
Transitions

'57 Michael Schmitz, Osseo, MN,
received a doctor of theology degree
at the Minnesota Graduate School of
Theology, in Brooklyn Center, MN.
The degree was granted sum ma cum
laude.

'6 7 Mary Crane and '67 '72 John
Augustin, both of St. Cloud, MN,
and '02 Nichole Thomet z, Sauk
Rapids, MN, are members of the
board of the G reat River Regional
Library.
'68 '76 Ma rgaret Hen nen ,
St. Paul, MN, is vice president,
corporate communications and
community relations with American
Public Media/Min nesora Public
Radio.
'70 Susan (Oestreich) Grove,
Austin, MN, has retired after 31
years of teaching at Riverland
Community College.

'71

Mary Hinnenkamp, Albert

Lea, MN, was named the 2008
School District 241 Teacher of the
Year. She has been with rhe Alben
Lea school district for 19 years.
1

73

Lonny Gulden, Eden Prairie,
MN, has launched Deep Valley
Consulting LLC, a multi-faceted
consulta ncy perform ing executive
search and informatio n technology
recruiting, career transition
coaching, sales management
consulti ng and Internet strategy.

'75 Vicki Landwehr, Sauk
Rapids, MN, has been named ro
t he Minnesota Board on Judicial
Standards. Gov. Tim Pawlenty
appointed her ro a term that expires
in January 2012. Landwehr is
a Stearns County district court
judge and forme r chief judge of the
Seventh District.

'76 '89 James Birchem , Little

Falls, MN, has been reappointed to
the Board of Examiners for Nursing
Home Administration.

'77 John Greer, St. Cloud, MN, is
a shareholder of the St. Cloud-based
law firm Hughes Mathews. • Luann
Palmquist, Foresron, MN , was
named Adapted Physical Educaror of
the Year within a nine-state region.
Palmquist wo rks for St. Cloud public
schools.
'80 James Dahl , Clear Lake, MN,
ran 50 miles on his 50th birthday,
marking an 11-year tradition of
running the number of miles of his
age. • Ca rol (Callahan) Kramer,
Staples, MN, is a Certified Hearing
Instrument Specialist at Accurate
Hearing Services.
'81 Jo hn Wenker, Waite Park,
MN, has become a shareholder of
Quinlivan & Hughes, P.A., attorneys
at law.
'82 Ma ry (lnge rmansen)
Ad elman, Avon, MN, has received

the Business and Professional
Women/USA Minnesota Employer
of the Year Award.

'84 Mary (O' Connor) Magnuson,
Northfield, MN, a special education
teacher, recently completed her
master's degree in teaching. • Crystal
(Murray) Soderlind , Chaska, MN,
a financial associate at Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans, obcained her
securities and insurance licenses.

'85 '94 John Theis, St. Cloud,
MN, is executive direcror of
customized training at St. Cloud
Technical College.
'86 Jeffrey Nelson , Sartell, MN,
is cha irman of the 2008 Quiet
Oaks Hospice House Major Gifts
Campaign. • Jacquel ine Schuh , St.
Joseph, MN, works in the St. Cloud
office of Gray Plant Mooty.

'86 '91

MN, has been a St. Pau l firefighter
at Engine Company 8 for six yea rs.
• Eric 0 . Johnson, St. Louis Park,
MN, is commissioner of the new
Girls Elite League, a fall league for
gifted hockey players. Johnson played
on St. Cloud State's men's hockey
team from 1992-95 and captained
the first Huskies squad ro reach the
West Central Hockey Association
Final Five. He is the varsity girls'
hockey coach at Minnetonka High
School and a co-owner of Impact
Hockey, a Minneapolis train ing
program.

Lynn (Loehlein)
Schurman, Cold Spring, MN,

is president of Retail Bankers of
America.

'88 William Krahling, Fort
Campbell, KY, rook command of
526 Support Battalion, 2d Brigade
Combat Team, IOI st Airborne
Army Division. The battalion is
now deployed to Iraq in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom.
'89 Jaime Engel, Maple Grove,
MN, is the co-founder ofJDB
Associates, a business systems
consulting company, which has
bought lntellisoft.

'98 Kristie (Kuderling) Fe inberg,

'92 Kimberly (Tou rdot) Walke r,
Minneapolis, MN, opened a law
office specializing in family law.
'93 Mike Hastings , Omaha, NE,
is the new president of the Omaha
Lancers of the United States Hockey
League. • Lisa (N elson) Lawston ,
Rushford, MN, is the human
resource director for Good Shepherd
Lutheran Services.

'94 Kimberly Ensing, Irvine, CA,
is associate dean of athletics, health
and physical education at Hancock
College. • Scott Smith , Ham Lake,
MN , has volunteered for rhe Ham
Lake fire department on a part-time
basis. He is senior financial analyst
at United Health Care in Golden
Valley, MN.

Aurora, CO, is vice president
corporate treasury at Oppenheimer
Funds . • Jon Hinzman, Spring
Valley, WI , has been promoted to
principal in the Elmwood school
district. Hinzman played basketball
for the Huskies from 1994-98,
finishing seventh on the career
scoring list. • Amy (Christophe rson)
Johnson , Sr. Joseph, MN , is director
of marketing at Stearns Bank, St.
Cloud. • Jeffrey Sellner, Eagan,
MN, CPA at Larson Allen, LLP, has
been promoted ro principal.

'99 '05 James Ha rtje ,
International Falls, MN, is lead
analyst/data manager at i3 Innovus.
'00 Joshuah Amland , Madison,
MN, is county recorder for Lac qui
Parle County. • Melissa Brown ,
South Haven, MN, is genera l
manager at Arnericlnn Lodge &
Suites, Sr. Cloud. • Brent Oe ragisch ,
Sartell, MN, is a partner of
Northway Dental Associates in Sr.
Cloud. • Rebecca (Traut) Pickler,
Sr. M ichael, MN, is in the doctor of
pharmacy program at rhe University
of Minnesota Col lege of Pharmacy
in Duluth. She will receive her
doctorate in spring 2011.

'96 Dave Bentrud, Rice, MN,
rook over as Waite Park police chief
in April. • Timot hy Bri nkman,
Hutchinson, MN, is business
operations manager at Park Region
Muma! Telephone Company and
Otter Tail Telcom. • Candace
(Van Heesch) Hand apangoda,

Brooklyn Park, MN, has earned
cert ified employee benefit specialist
designation.

'00 '07 Jessica Simonson,
Centervill e, MN, was featured
in KARE 11 television's 25th

'97 Derek Frans, Minneapolis,

Federal Reserve leader
James B. Bullard '84, St. Lou is, Mo., is president and chief executive officer of the Federal Reserve Ban k

of St. Louis, one of 12 regiona l Reserve banks. Bull ard holds a St. Cloud Stare bachelor's degree in

quantitative methods and information systems and economics and a doctorate in economics from Indiana
Universiry. He joined rhe research division of the St. Louis Federal Reserve Bank in 1990. He and his wife
Jane (Callahan) Bullard '83, who is the public policy direcror for Parents as Teachers Narional Center, have
two daughters.

www.stcloudstate.edu/news/outlook
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Oxford intern
Alex Ames '07, Pine City, interned for the summer at the Codrington Library, All Souls College,

University of Oxford, Oxford, England. He will begin the master's degree program in cultural
resources management archaeology at St. Cloud State this fall, after which he will pursue further
graduate study in library science in anticipation of a career as an academi~ librarian.

anniversary series on Athletes of the
Week. The former Centennial High
School and St. Cloud State golfer
holds bachelor's degrees in applied
computer science and accounting.
1

04

'OQ
Yung Yiu, Savage, MN,
is a legal financial analyst with
Robins, Kaplan, Miller and Ciresi
LLP.

'01

Brenda Herubin, Cold Spring,

MN, is manager of marketing
services at Wolters Kluwer
Financial Services. • Adam Larson,
Monticello, MN, is vice president/
regional manager at TCF Bank in
Minnetonka.

'03

Bradley Schnickel, Andover,
MN, a former police officer in
Glencoe, is now a Minneapolis
police officer. • Sarah (Krieg)
Walter, Chanhassen, MN, was
promoted to director of training for
the Columns Resource Group of
Northwestern Mutual. She has been
with the company since 2003. • Julie
(Haney) Williams, Sioux Falls, SD,
'
is a trading and research specialist
at Pinnacle Wealth Management
Group.

'04 Keith Heckendorf, Cullowhee,
NC, is the new offensive coordinator
for the football team at Western
Carolina University. Heckendorf
quarterbacked the Huskies from
2000-03 and was twice a finalist
for the Harlon Hill Trophy, the
most prestigious Division II football
award. • Rajean Moone, Cottage
Grove, MN, was awarded a doctorate
from the University of Minnesota

School of Social Work. He studied
social policy and aging and his
doctoral dissertation focused on the
Older Americans Act, a national
policy that funds programs such as
Meals on Wheels and legal services.
• Emily Titera , Aspen, CO, is a
human resources assistant at Design
Workshop.

'05

Jessica Abeln, Richmond,
MN, an in-charge accountant at
Schlenner Wenner & Co., received
the certified public accountant
and certified fraud examiner
designations. • Cara Bartolic,
Sartell, MN, helped coach the U.S.
volleyball team as it prepared for
the 2008 Paralympic Games in
Beijing, China. • Jacob Lehner,
St. Paul, MN, is a field assistant
for Minnesota Conservation Corps
in Brainerd. • Kimberly Perry,
Maryland Heights, MO, graduated
with a master of arts degree in
psychology, specializing in industrial/
organizational psychology. She will
earn her doctorate in psychology
at the University of Missouri - St.
Louis.
1

06 Travis Deters, Rochester, MN,
has accepted a position at U.S. Bank
as a Basel II validations analyst.
• Steven Jordahl, Barnesville, MN,
took over as St. Cloud Public Schools
superintendent in July. • Katelin
Murphy, Chetek, WI, is studying
art therapy in the graduate school at
Mount Mary College in Milwaukee.
• Marta Podemska, Widawa,
Poland, has been accepted into the
doctoral program at George Mason
University.

Performance
Jean Adler, '04, Monticello,

WI, performed in the
orchestra of Stephen
Sondheim's "Follies" held in
Madison, Wis. The production
was presented by Four
Seasons, a professional theatre
company at the University of
Wisconsin's Union Theatre.
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'07

Cynthia (Herold) Fitzthum,

Sartell, MN, began teaching
economics at Princeton High
School this year. • Kyle Johnson,
Worthington, MN, is the
family's fourth generation on the
construction team of Johnson
Builders. • Jermaine Ogaja,
Nairobi, Kenya, has been accepted to
Georgetown University. Jermaine's
ultimate goal is to be a diplomat and
to eventually work with the United
Nations. • John Poferl, Oakdale,
MN, joined the office of Weber
Shandwick as an assistant account
executive. • Joseph Polomny,
Plymouth, MN, is a financial
representative with Northwestern
Mutual.

'08 Laura Fast, St. Cloud,
MN, received a $10,000 graduate
scholarship from the Western
Collegiate Hockey Association. Fast,
who hails from Calgary, Alberta,
captained Sc. Cloud State's women's
ho~key team.

MARRIAGES
'OS Justin Rasmussen and Stacy

(Schleecer) Rasmussen, Anoka,
MN, 6/3/2006.
'02 Nicholas Weiszhaar and
Jessica (Sadoff) Weiszhaar, Fort
Lauderdale, FL, 3/29/2008.
'81 Jeanette (Yager) Arce and
Michael Arce, Yuma, AZ,
12/26/2007.
'96 Lisa (Root) Jessen and Leonard
Jessen, Byron, MN, 7/3/1999.
'98 Gary Duffina and Lisa (Lavine)
Duffina, Bellevue, WA,
4/12/2008.
'98 Scott Pickler and '00 Rebecca
(Traut) Pickler, St. Michael, MN,
3/11/2006.
'98 Jeanie (Hoium) Strohfus and
John Scrohfus, Woodbury, MN,
9/30/2006.
'00 Jennifer (Brennan) Blume and
Mark Blume, North Liberty, IA,
5/29/2004.
'00 Rachel (Swanson) Morrison and
Marc Morrison, Loveland, CO,
11/17/2007.

Alumni class notes

Inventive climatologist
Pete r Boulay '94, Maplewood, is assistant climatologist for rhe State C limatology Office, Minnesota

Department of Natural Resources D ivision of Waters. Several thousand National Weather Service
volunteers across the country use a low-tech snow meas uring rool he created while working on a project
ro enhance snow and precipitation monitoring for Minnesota's Lake Superior Coastal Program.

'00 '01 Heather (Olson) Goslee and

'01

'02

'02

'03

Kyle Goslee, Montevideo, MN,
4/2/2005.
'03 Matthew Furzland and
Jenn ifer (G ri ffl rhs) Furzland,
Shel byville, IN, 12/ 19/2006.
Jason March and Kara
(Sreenst ra) March, Shoreview,
MN, 5/31/2008.
Evel Neocleus and O lga
(Corneva) Neocleus, Strovolos,
Cyprus, 3/24/2006.
John Anderson and '04 Tama ra
(Sawatzke) Anderson ,

Sr. Cloud, MN, 12/ 1/2007.
'03 Bradley Schnickel and '05
Jennifer (Bergmann) Schnickel ,

Andover, MN, 4/19/2008.
BIRTHS
'89 Robin (Loberg) Vodovnik and

Joe Vodov nik, Bloom ington,
MN, son, Jack Raymond,
3/10/2008. Sibli ngs: Peter, 6,
Adam, 9.
'91 '95 Stephanie (Seman) Kusie

and Brian Kusie, Plymouth, MN,
daughter, Rachel Maria,
9/ 1/2007.
'92 Susan (Wilkey) Anderson and
Scott Anderson, Minneapolis,
MN, son, Joh n Scott, 1/30/2008.
'93 Michelle Filkins and Thomas
Dahlstrom, M inneapolis, MN,
son, Alexander, 4/8/2008.
Siblings: Maxwell Reed, 2.
'93 Lisa (Nelson) Lawston ,

Rushford, MN, so n, Jack,
7/ 14/2007. Siblings: Lauren, 7,
Blake, 10.
'94 Sean Forster and Molly Forster,

Min neapolis, MN, son, Taylor,
6127/2007.
'94 Brian Hormann and '96 Christy
(Schraut) Hormann, Phoenix,
AZ, daughter, Reyna An ne
Marie, 2/12/2008. Siblings:
Sage, 4.
'94 Shane Rubel and '95 '00
Collette (Crook) Rubel ,

St. C loud, MN, son, Garek
Robert, I0/7/2007. Sibli ngs:
Rh ia nnon Rose, 6.
'94 Scott Smith and Lisa (Nelson)
Smith, H am Lake, MN, son,
Alexander, 4/20/2007. Siblings:
Jenna, 3.
'94 '96 Kathleen (Allard) Jones

and Jeffrey Jones, Monticello,
MN, son, Kaden, son, Brenton,
9/20/2007. Siblings: Isabella, 4.
'95 Lauren (Koebke) M ihajlov and
John Mihaj lov, Minneapolis,
MN, daughter, Lucy Da le,
10/8/2007.
'95 Cheri Tollefson Lehse and
Christopher Lehse, South Haven,
MN, son, Conner C hristopher,
5/19/2008. Siblings: Parker
Alan, 2.
'96 Lisa (Root) Jessen and Leonard
Jessen, Byron, MN, son, Gabriel
James, 4/29/2008. Sibli ngs:
Maci, 4, Mo rga n, 7.
'97 Samantha Brown and Joshua
Bodie, Roseville, MN, son,
James, 5/10/2007.
'97 '00 Matthew Trombley and '00
'04 Amy (Hanson) Trombley,

Sau k Rapids, MN, daughrer,
An nabelle, 4/24/2008.
'97 '03 Jessica (Klein) Kotfis

and Nathan Kotfis, Sc. Paul
Pa rk, MN, daughter, Iris May,
5/17/2007.
'98 Amy (Christopherson) Berube
and '98 Joseph Berube,

Litch field, MN, son, Qu intin,
4/23/2008. Siblin gs: Aidan
Daniel, 3, Joseph P., 18.
'98 Brian Kapsner and Lori
(Gabbert) Kapsner, Sauk Rap ids,
MN, daughrer, Abigail Rose,
ll/24/2007.
'98 Trisha (Hoff) Kraemer and
Jason Kraemer, Melrose, MN,
daughter, Maddison Kay,
3/19/2008. Sibl ings: Avery
Joh n, 3.
'98 Nicole Plant , Shoreview, MN,
so n, Corvyn Joh n, 10/8/2007.
'98 Brad Wing and '98 Melissa
(Schutt) W ing , St. Pau l, MN,
daughte r, Sadie Rose, 3/6/2008.
Sibli ngs: Dylan T homas, l.
'98 '01 Stephanie (Wellman) March

and Jason March, Carlton, MN,
son, Broderick Peter, 4/28/2008.
'99 Bjorn Burnevik and '99 Marcy
(Thomes) Burnevik, Brooklyn
Park, MN, daughter, Sydney
Lee, l/ 17/2008. Siblings: Wi ll
T homes, 2.
' 99 Amy (Schn itzler) Dupay and '00
Daniel Dupay, St. M ichael, MN,
daughter, Mya Rose, 2/28/2008
Sibli ngs: Julia Elizabeth, 3,
Isaac, 5.
'00 Brian Amberg and Sara
(Schweizer) Amberg,
Mahtomedi, MN, son, Maso n,
7/2/2007. Sibl ings: Anna, 5.
'00 Jennifer (Brennan) Blume and

Mark Blume, North Liberty, IA,
daughter, Brynn, 3/24/2008.
Sibli ngs: Payton.
'00 '01 Heather (Olson) Goslee and
Kyle Goslee, Montevideo, MN,
son, )ace, 3/7/2006.
'01 Valerie (Spangler) Bestland and
Andrew Bes tl and, Eau Claire,
W I, daughter, Natalie Jean,
3/29/2008. Sibli ngs: Jackson
Thomas, 2, Parker James, 4.
'01 Jacqueline (Steward) Carpenter

and Wi ll iam Carpe nter, Mar ion,
IN, daughter, Grace O livia,
3/19/2008.
'01 Jonathan Cooper and '01
Megan (Kozera) Cooper,

Savage, MN, daughte r, Madison
Marie, 3/19/2008.
'01 Aaron Klemmensen and
Jen nifer Klemmensen, Big
La ke, MN, so n, Jack Tucke r,
4/10/2008.
'01 Ward Lane and Margie Lane,
Du luth, MN, son, David Joh n,
4/10/2008. Sibli ngs: Thomas, 4,
Steven, 6.
'01 Kathryn (Hutchinson) Pacholke

and Tony Pacholke, C han hassen,
MN, son, Jonathan, 3/13/2008.
'01 Corey Vilhauer and '01 Kerrie
(Prochaska) Vilhauer, Sioux
Falls, SD, daughter, Sierra Dawn,
8/1/2007.
'02 Evel Neocleus and O lga
(Corneva) Neocleus, Suovolos,
Cyp rus, daugh ter, O livia,
2/28/2008.
'02 Jennifer (Hensrud) Unterburger

and Ro nald Unterburger,
Cosmos, MN, son, Ryan Robert,

Best Buy CFO
James Muehlbauer '84 ,

Edi na, was named executive vice president-

finance and chief financial officer of Best Buy in A pril, after serving

as interim CFO since September 2007. Best Buy sells consumer
electronics, home-office products, entertain ment software, appliances
and related services thro ugh nea rly 1,300 reta il stores across the

joined Best Buy in 2002, was n amed senior vice president and CFO
of rhe company's U.S. b usiness in 2006. Prior to join ing Best Buy he

spent 10 years in senior-level management positions with Pillsbury
Company and eight years in business investiga tion services a nd audit
practice at Coopers Lyb ran d LLP.

U ni ted States, th ro u gho u t Canada a nd in C hina . Muehlbauer, who

www.stcloudstate.edu/news/outlook
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rt usky Rupsters
We've got Baby gifts for all new additions to the Huskies roster! If you,recently
welcomed a .new addition to the family, your alma mater would like to send you a
Husky Pup t--shirt.
Contact us at 320-308-3177, toll free 1-866-464-8759
PROGRAM SPONSORED BY
or www.stcloudstate.edu/alumni to update your profile
and receive a "Congratulations!" gift from the St. Cloqd
, State Univetsity Alumni Associatfon,.

IG lill»N

11/12/2007.
'03 Bethel (Engel) Bode and

'03

'03

'03

'03

'03

Timothy Bode, Elk River,
MN, daughter, Breanna Leigh,
daughter, Lindsay Katherine,
11/22/2006. Siblings: Evan
Tate, 5.
Julie (Wettstein) Corbin and
Martin Corbin, Maricopa, AZ,
son, Michael, 1/5/2008.
Melanie (Glass) Feldhake and
Brent Feldhake, Northfield,
MN, daughter, Julia, 11/16/2007.
Siblings: Nolan, 2.
Christy (Straight) Gutt and
Loran Gutt, White Bear Lake,
MN, daughter, Ella Mary,
12/20/2007.
Jill (Marwede) Jurek and '05
Alexander Jurek, Montrose,
MN, son, Thatcher, 2/20/2008.
Siblings: Landon James, 1.
Ma-tthew Kilanowski and '04
Jennifer (Jozwiak) Kilanowski,

Hopkins, MN, daughter,
Mikayla Rae, 2/29/2008.
'03 Virginia (Reinarz) Mergen
and '93 Dennis Mergen,

Albany, MN, son, Jackson John,
4/21/2008. Siblings: Marcus, 10.
'03 Joseph Molesky and '05 Angela
(Hanson) Molesky, Buffalo,
MN, daughter, Audyn Jessica,
2/26/2008. Siblings: Jordyn, 11.
'03 Amy (Gosse) Whipple and '04
Scott Whipple, Twin Lakes, WI,
son, Kie, 4/24/2006.
'03 '05 Celestine (Frank) Stang
and '05 Jacob Stang, St.

'04 Jesse Berg and Emily (Van Hee)

Berg, Aplington, IA, daughter,
Finnley Jo, 5/2/2008. Siblings:
Elway Lee, 1.
'04 Rachel (Luthi) Bjerketvedt

and Adam Bjerketvedt, Hancock,
MN, .daughter, Tabitha Kay,
8/4/2007. Siblings: Titus
James, 2.
'04 Brian Corbett and '03 Angela
(Rodgers) Corbett, Minneapolis,
MN, daughter, Adalae Arlene,
3/5/2008.
'04 Lori (Newman) Groinus and
Steven Groinus, South Haven,
MN, daughter, Madelyn
Caroline, 1/18/2007. Siblings:
Carter, 3.
'04 Mindy (Remus) Rogers and
'00 Michael Rogers, New
Richmond, WI, son, Jack,
4/19/2008.
'04 Jessica (Motzko) Ryan and
,,A dam Ryan, Waconia, MN, son,
Noah John, 2/28/2008.
'05 Erica (Hertz) Carlson and Scott
Carlson, Eden Prairie, MN, son,
Grant Alan, 6/13/2007.
'05 Tia (Vanveldhuizen) Johnson

and Benjamin Johnson,
Raymond, MN, daughter,
Elizabeth, 2/7/2008.
'06 Kari (Loch) Olson and Jesse
Olson, Watkins, MN, son,
Edward James, 3/13/2008.
'06 Krista (Brandsoy) Picha and
Scott Picha, Hutchinson, MN,
son, Chase Henry, 1/31/2008.

Cloud, MN, son, Andray Paul,
3/11/2008.

Jayna, 9, Grif,:fin, 2112,
and Jace, 6 {Tlonths,
hang out in their
Husky gear. Parents
of the children are
Andy Berndt and
Christy ·(Mehle)
Berndt '01.

WE REMEMBER
'30 Gladys (Gilbertson) Crowley,

98, Medford, OR
'30 Cora (Larson) Hollen, Waconia,

MN
'31 Vera (Learned) Templin, 99,

Buffalo, MN
'32 Edna (Heuermann) Hansen, 97,

Coleraine, MN
'33 Constance Zierden , 100,

St. Cloud, MN
'34 '35 Harriet (Hauge) Schwartz,

96, Eau Claire, WI
'36 '38 E. L. Grove, 94, Winfield, IL
'37 Eunice (Delay) Lodoen, 90,

St. Cloud, MN
'39 Evelyn (Winter) Bomstad, 89,

Willmar, MN
'39 Donald Eveslage, 89, Burnsville,

MN
'39 Margaret (Lorinser) Sauer, 89,

Eagan, MN
'39 Pearl (Strandberg) Thoele, 89,

Sartell, MN
'~1 .Ruth (Bartz) Williams, 86,

Alexandria, MN
'45 '49 Edith (Lundquist) Carlson,

84, Edina, MN
'46 '51 Delphine Johnson, 87,

Richfield, MN
'47 Edward Eggers, St. Paul, MN
'48 Harvey Schmidt, 84, Williams,

MN

'51 '58 Lillie Olson, 97, Little Falls,

MN
'52 '56 Janet (Peterson) Swan, 75,

Oak Harbor, WA
'53 Verne Anderson , 77, Crookston,

MN
'53 Ruth (Henning) Jennetta, 95
'53 Howard Sisson, 85, Ironton,

MN
'55 Joan (Martin) Brolin, 74,

Brooklyn Park, MN
'56 Phillip Beers, St. Louis Park,

MN
'58 Mary (Zapp) Geving, 71,

Chanhassen, MN
'59 Lorraine (Zimmerman) Hillas,

71, Everett, WA
'60 Donald Blonigen, 76, Charles

City, IA
'60 Eldon Hoglund, 73, St. Cloud,

MN
'61 John Wieber, 70, St. Cloud, MN
'62 Margaret (Bullis) Olson ,

Plymouth, IN
'62 '35 Alice (Morin) Leighton , 94,

Ironton, MN
'63 '48 Douglas Grund, 84, New

London, MN
'64 Dorothy (Engel) Talbert, 76,

Sartell, MN
'67 Michael Litfin , Palo Alto, CA
'68 William Johnson, 63, Brooklyn

Park, MN
'68 Raymond Mikesh, 66, Chatfield,

'49 Leabelle (Johnson) Youngquist,

Minnetonka, MN
'50 Alexander McKusick, 84, North

Branch, MN
'50 '65 Robert Nelson, 81,

Hackensack, MN

MN
'70 Juliet (Keller) Uppena, 86, Blue

Earth, MN
'71 John Curran, 63, St. Cloud, MN
'71 Sim Varner, 69, Minneapolis,

MN

Outstanding teacher

Education head

Margie "Muggie" (Grossnickle) Pierfelice '85, Champlin, who has

Sauk Centre, was elected president of the
600-member Minnesota Association of School Administrators for
2008. The superintendent of the Sauk Centre School District has
degrees in education administration and business education, has
taught school finance and community relations at St. Cloud State,
was a Bush Fellow in 2002 and was a Fulbright Fellow in 2007.

taught second grade at Oxbow Creek Elementary School for five
years, received a Teacher Outstanding Performance (TOP) Award
from the Anoka-Hennepin School District. Fewer than 1 percent
of the district's teachers receive the award, which brings with it
$600 for classroom expenses or professional development.
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Sales manager
Brent Schoeb '04, Memphis, Tenn., is manager of corporate
partnership sales for the NBA's Memphis Grizzlies. He earned
his St. Cloud Stare degree in business and his MBA at O hio
University. As an undergraduate he interned for three years wi th
the River Bats, St. Cloud.

'73 Bruce Woidyla , 57, Sc. Cloud,

MN
' 74 John Brod, 55, Houston, TX
' 74 Mildred (Offerdahl) Burmaster,
55, Vancouver, WA
'74 John Parker, 58, Minneapolis,

MN
'74 Sheryl Williams, 55, Pillager,
MN
'75 Terry Studanski, 60, Los
Angeles, CA
'76 Madonna Madden, 72,
Burnsville, MN
'76 Ruth (Peterson) Sartell, 78,
Sc. Cloud, MN
'78 Jeffrey Baltrusaitis, 54,
Catawba, W I
'78 Lynn Gresser, 55, Maple G rove,

MN

'83 Andrea (Knutson) Borgman,

52, Apple Valley, MN
'85 Michael Laursen, 48, M idland,
Ml
' 90 James Burnett, 71, Athol, ID
'94 Raymond Bakke, 62,
A lexandria, MN

' 98 Barry Gronli, 36, Sc. Cloud, MN
'99 Margaret (Jones) Jones-

Nystrom, 61, Forest Lake, MN
FACULTY/STAFF WE REMEMBER
George Farrah, 88, St. Cloud, MN
Vincent Johnson, 80, St. C loud,
MN
'57 John Berling, 73, Waite Park,
MN
'67 Robert Calhoun, 63, Sc. Cloud,
MN

'80 Connie Manuel, 51, Howard

Lake, MN
'81 Thomas Nash, 54, Sc. M ichael,

MN

www.stdoudstate.edu/news/outlook
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OCT. 13-19

MONDAY
Block Party ....................................... 8 p.m.

TUESDAY
Student Showcase .......................... 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Cricket/Baseball Game ................... 9 p.m.

THURSDAY
Coronation & Reception ............... 8 p.m.
ST. CLOUD STATE ALUMNI EVENTS CALENDAR
ST. CLOUO STATE ALUMNI
TRAVEL TO BEIJING
November 12-19

LAKES AREA HUSKY
ALUMNI LUNCHEONS
Third Thursday of each month
throughout the academic year
Noon - 1 p.m.
Sawmill Inn, Brainerd

COLORADO HUSKY ALUMNI
SOCIALS AND ST. CLOUD STATE
MEN'S HOCKEY GAMES
Colorado Springs
January 23-24, 2009

ST. CLOUD STATE
HOMECOMING WEEK 2008
October 13-19
ST. CLOUD STATE ALUMNI AWARDS
DINNER & CEREMONY
October 17
Atwood Memorial Center, St. Cloud State

,,

ST. CLOUD STATE
GOLDEN REUNION WEEKEND
October 17-18

,r

COLORADO HUSKY ALUMNI
SOCIALS AND ST. CLOUD STATE
MEN'S HOCKEY GAMES
Denver
February 27-28, 2009
ARIZONA LUNCHEON
WITH PRESIDENT POTTER
November 12-19

FRIDAY
Women's Hockey vs. UMD ....... 2:07
Alumni Awards Reception
and Banquet... ........................... 5
Class of '58 Golden Reunion ......... 5
Super Fridays Kids' Program ......... 6
Women's Volleyball
vs. Southwest State .................. 7
Men's Hockey vs. University
of Minnesota ........................ 7:07

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

SATURDAY
Homecoming Run ..................... 8:30
Class of '58 Golden Reunion ...... 10
Women's Soccer
vs. Upper Iowa ......................... 10
Husky Village ................................. 11
Football vs. UMD ............................ 2
Women's Volleyball
vs. Mankato ............................... 4
Women's Hockey vs. UMD ....... 5:07
Root Beer Kegger ...................... 9:30

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

SUNDAY

I G I■

Up-to-date Alumni Association Calendar of Events
and event details at www.stcloudstate.edu/alumni.
Contact the Alumni Relations Office at 320-308-3177,
1-866-464-8759 or alumni@stcloudstate.edu for
information about alumni events.

SCSU FOUNDATION
St. Cloud State University
720 Fourth Avenue South
St. Cloud, MN 56301-4498

Homecoming Cleanup .................. 10 a.m.
Soccer vs. Winona State ................ 1 p.m.
For Homecoming activity details, contact
the University Program Board at 320-3082205. Contact the SCSU Ticket Office at
1-877-SCSUTIX for athletic event tickets.
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